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Like a good book, 
communities are 
made of characters, 
places, and the hopes  
that bind them together.

  |  (802) 254-5333  |  brattbank.com  |  
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Welcome to the
2025 BrattleBoro literary Festival!

All festival events are FREE and open to the public. There are no tickets, 
and seating is on a first-come basis. A map of festival venue locations 
is shown here. If you have any questions, please visit the Brattleboro 
Literary Festival headquarters in the Brooks House Lobby or check for 
details on our website at www.brattleborolitfest.org.

Although the 
Brattleboro Literary 
Festival is run entirely 
by volunteers, there 
are very real costs 
associated with it. All 
events are free unless 
otherwise indicated, but 
whether you attend one 
or a dozen, we ask that 
you make a donation 
to the festival, either 
by cash or check, or 
online at our website. 
Donation boxes are 
located at all venues. 
Thanks so much to all 
the donors, partners, 
and volunteers 
who help make the 
Brattleboro Literary 
Festival a continued 
success! 

Festival event venues

118 Elliot Street — 118 Elliot St. 

Brooks Memorial Library — 224 Main St. 

Brooks House Lobby — 132 Main St. 

Centre Congregational Church — 193 Main St. 

Mitchell-Giddings Gallery — 181-183 Main St. 

The Stone Church — 210 Main St. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17    
6:45 PM - 7:20 PM Books to Looks 118 Elliot 

7:30 PM - 8:45 PM Tim Weed/Allegra Hyde/Sally Wen Mao 118 Elliot 

    

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18    
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM Laurie Gwen Shapiro/Heather Clark Centre Congregational Church

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM Aria Aber/Rob Franklin 118 Elliot 

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM Chard deNiord/Carlene Kucharczyk Mitchell-Giddings 

11:15 AM - 12:30 PM William Boyle/Timothy Crellin 118 Elliot 

11:15 AM - 12:30 PM Write Action Spotlight Reading  Brooks Memorial Library 

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM Adam Higginbotham with Rafil Kroll-Zaidi  Centre Congregational Church 

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM Tiana Clark/Rachel Trousdale Mitchell-Giddings 

12:45 PM - 1:45 PM Jo Knowles/Glynnis Fawkes  Brooks Memorial Library 

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM Stephanie Gorton/Carole Joffe  118 Elliot 

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM Colin Channer/Martin Espada Mitchell-Giddings 

1:00 PM - 2:15 PM Adam Haslett/Sam Sussman Centre Congregational Church 

2:15 PM - 3:30 PM Albert Abonado/Dzvinia Orlowsky Mitchell-Giddings 

2:15 PM - 3:30 PM Silent Book Group Brooks Memorial Library

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM Harry Bliss 118 Elliot  

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM Jonas Hassen Khemiri/Betsy Lerner Centre Congregational Church 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Sebastian Smee Brattleboro Museum and Art Center 

4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Ocean Vuong with Cara Blue Adams Centre Congregational Church 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Green Writers Press showcase 118 Elliot 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Write Action Open Reading 118 Elliot 

    

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19    
11:00 AM - 12:15 PM Peter Mendelsund/Makenna Goodman Brooks Memorial Library 

11:00 AM - 12:15 PM Tiya Miles/Nell Irvin Painter Stone Church  

12:30 PM - 1:45 PM Helen Whybrow/Chelsea Steinauer-Scudder Brooks Memorial Library 

12:30 PM - 1:45 PM Alison Espach/Marcy Dermansky Stone Church  

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Adam Plunkett Brooks Memorial Library 

2:00 PM - 3:15 PM Ada Calhoun/Jessica Anthony Stone Church  

3:30 PM - 4:45 PM Henry Alford/Paul Lisicky Stone Church  

JERRY CARBONE
LIVESTREAMED: WATCH FROM HOME OR 
BROOKS MEMORIAL LIBRARY

JERRY CARBONE
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Aria Aber               
Albert Abonado
Cara Blue Adams
Henry Alford
Jessica Anthony
Harry Bliss
William Boyle
Ada Calhoun
Colin Channer
Heather Clark
Tiana Clark
Timothy Crellin
Chard deNiord
Marcy Dermansky
Alison Espach
Martín Espada
Glynnis Fawkes
Rob Franklin
Makenna Goodman
Stephanie Gorton
Adam Haslett
Adam Higginbotham

Allegra Hyde 
Carole Joffe
Jonas Hassen Khemiri
Jo Knowles
Rafil Kroll-Zaidi
Carlene Kucharczyk
Betsy Lerner
Paul Lisicky
Sally Wen Mao 
Peter Mendelsund
Tiya Miles
Dzvinia Orlowsky
Nell Irvin Painter
Adam Plunkett
Laurie Gwen Shapiro
Sebastian Smee
Chelsea Steinauer-Scudder
Sam Sussman
Rachel Trousdale
Ocean Vuong
Tim Weed
Helen Whybrow

2025 Festival authors

Festival headquarters and Bookstore

Open Saturday and Sunday, 9:00 am–3:30 pm Brooks House Lobby, 

132 Main Street, near the corner of Main and High or enter from the 
Harmony Parking Lot)

Write Action, the local writer’s organization, will be on hand from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm both days with refreshments! 

Browse festival books, relax at a café table in the atrium, reflect on the 
speakers you’ve heard, or take a break to chat with your friends. 

Pick up a program and get all your information about the festival and 
about Write Action—plus you can shop for festival books.

Special thanks to Julia Jensen for providing the artwork for the poster and 
program book cover.

JERRY CARBONE

JERRY CARBONE
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Festival events

FRIDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 17

6:45–7:20 pm 
Books to Looks: A Fashion Show 
118 Elliot:  Cash bar (beer and wine)

Books to Looks is a colorful collaboration with Kate Trzaskos (@katet_in_
vt) from Curated Thrift & Style. This presentation with live models will 
feature thrifted looks to match some of the book covers from this year’s 
Festival. The looks are sourced from Experienced Goods and Morning 
Glorious Vintage, and all pieces are available for purchase.

7:30-8:45 pm 
Other Worlds—Tim Weed, Allegra Hyde, and Sally Wen Mao 
118 Elliot: Cash bar (beer and wine)

Tim Weed’s novel The Afterlife Project encompasses a desperate quest 
for the key to the future of humanity, an impossible love story, and a 
search for meaning across the inconceivable vastness of geological time. 
Allegra Hyde’s story collection, The Last Catastrophe, is a hopeful, 
speculative short story collection about how humanity grapples in a 
world transformed by climate change. In the story collection, Ninetails, 
acclaimed poet Sally Wen Mao reimagines the fox spirit from Asian 
folklore—a shapeshifter, shaman, and seductress—as an icon of 
vengeance, solidarity and liberation.

Allegra Hyde is the author of the speculative story collection The Last 
Catastrophe and two other books. The Last Catastrophe was a finalist for 
the Ohioana Book Award. She teaches at Smith College.

Sally Wen Mao is the author of the poetry collection The Kingdom of 
Surfaces, and two previous poetry collections. Her debut fiction collection, 
Ninetails, was released in May 2024. She lives in New York.

Tim Weed is the author of three books of fiction: Will Pool’s Island, A Field 
Guide to Murder and Fly Fishing, and his latest, The Afterlife Project. He lives 
in Westminster, Vermont. 

Sponsored by the Walpole Book Group, the Wild Book Company, and 
the Short Story Book Group
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

10:00-11:15 am 
American Stories—Laurie Gwen Shapiro and Heather Clark 
Centre Congregational Church

Laurie Gwen Shapiro’s book, The Aviator and the Showman, takes up 
the exhilarating tale that was the adventurous life of Amelia Earhart, and 
the remarkable relationship with George Putnam that helped forge her 
enduring legend. From Heather Clark, the award-winning author of Red 
Comet: The Short Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath, comes The Scrapbook, 
a stunning debut novel. The story of an intense first love haunted by 
history and family memory is inspired by the World War 2 scrapbook of 
Clark’s own grandfather, hidden in an attic until after his death. 

Laurie Gwen Shapiro is an award-winning documentary filmmaker 
and journalist. Her new book, The Aviator and the Showman: Amelia 
Earhart, George Putnam, and the Marriage that Made an American Icon, 
was published in July. She lives in New York City.

Heather Clark is the author of four books, including Red Comet: The Short 
Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. She lives 
outside New York City. 

Sponsored by the Dublin Book Group 

 

10:00-11:15 am 
Real World—Aria Aber and Rob Franklin 
118 Elliot 
 
Aria Aber’s Good Girl is the story of nineteen-year-old Nila. Born in 
Germany to Afghan parents, raised in public housing graffitied with 
swastikas, Nila has spent her adolescence disappointing her family while 
searching for her voice as a young woman and artist. 

In Rob Franklin’s Great Black Hope, an arrest for cocaine possession 
on the last day of a sweltering New York summer leaves Smith, a queer 
Black Stanford graduate, in a state of turmoil. Pulled into the court 
system and mandated treatment, he finds himself in an absurd but 
dangerous situation. 

Born and raised in Germany, Aria Aber now lives in the United States. 
Her debut poetry collection, Hard Damage, won the Prairie Schooner Book 
Prize and the Whiting Award. Good Girl is her debut novel. 

Born and raised in Atlanta, Rob Franklin is a writer and a cofounder of 
Art for Black Lives. He lives in Brooklyn, New York. Great Black Hope is 
his debut novel.

JERRY CARBONE
Aria Aber unable to attend.

JERRY CARBONE
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10:00-11:15 am 
Poets Chard deNiord and Carlene Kucharczyk  
Mitchell Giddings Gallery

Ambitious and masterful, Chard deNiord renders such ancient subject 
matter as love, betrayal, landscape, loss, grief, aging, and ecstasy new 
throughout Westminster West. He transforms the echo chamber of 
futility, silence, and failure. Caught between lamenting the passage 
of time and rejoicing in small beauties, Carlene Kucharczyk writes in 
Strange Hymn, “I tell you, I wish we could stay here longer / in this 
hotel of lost grandeur, this palace of interesting disarray, / and stay here 
with these pieces of the impersonal past / that have somehow not yet 
outlasted their small lights.” 

Chard deNiord is the author of eight books of poetry, most recently 
Westminster West, which is also where he lives. He served as Vermont’s 
poet laureate from 2015 to 2019.

Carlene Kucharczyk’s debut collection, Strange Hymn, was the winner of 
the Juniper Prize for Poetry. She lives in Vermont.

11:30 am-12:30 pm 
Challenger—Adam Higginbotham with Rafil Kroll-Zaidi 
Centre Congregational Church

On January 28, 1986, just 73 seconds into flight, the space shuttle 
Challenger broke apart over the Atlantic Ocean, killing all seven people 
on board. Adam Higginbotham’s Challenger tells the story of what 
happened. Millions of Americans witnessed the tragic deaths of the crew, 
which included New Hampshire schoolteacher Christa McAuliffe. Like 
the assassination of JFK, the Challenger disaster is a defining moment in 
twentieth-century history—one that forever changed the way America 
thought of itself and its optimistic view of the future. 

Adam Higginbotham was born in England and lives with his family 
in New York City. Challenger: A True Story of Heroism and Disaster on the 
Edge of Space, his second book, won the 2024 National Book Critics Circle 
Award.

Rafil Kroll-Zaidi is a contributing editor of Harper’s Magazine. He 
has been writing the journal’s popular Findings column, among other 
features, since 2007.

Sponsored by the Richards Group
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11:15 am–12:30 pm 
The Italian Connection—William Boyle and Timothy Crellin 
118 Elliot 

As an Italian American family’s decades-old secret begins to unravel, 
they will have to bear the consequences—and face one another—in 
William Boyle’s thrilling southern Brooklyn-set tragic opera of the 
highest caliber. A standout work of character-driven crime fiction from 
a celebrated author of the form, Saint of the Narrows Street is a searing 
and richly drawn novel about the choices we make and how they shape 
our lives. The Land of the Living is a historical novel from Timothy 
Crellin that explores the themes of immigration and assimilation, war 
and its impact on families, the role of race and class in forging identity, 
and what it means to find home. The story follows Angela Amorelli and 
her husband, Tommaso, through Ellis Island and on to their new life in a 
New England fishing town.

Sponsored by the Vermont Italian Cultural Council

William Boyle is the author of eight books, Saint of the Narrows Street the 
most recent. He lives in Oxford, Mississippi.

Timothy Crellin, an Episcopal priest, is rector of a central Massachusetts 
church. Land of the Living is his first novel. He lives in Richmond, New 
Hampshire.

11:15 am–12:30 pm 
Write Action Spotlight Reading 
Brooks Memorial Library

Write Action is in its 25th year as a local writers’ nonprofit, offering 
programs and readings throughout the year. The Write Action writers 
listed below will present excerpts from their recently published books. 
Books will be available for purchase at the reading. 

Gregg Orifici holds a JD from Vanderbilt University and an MFA 
in creative writing from the University of New Hampshire. His first 
collection of poems, Rattle of the Sun, was published in 2025. He lives 
with his artist partner and four Jack Russells in southern Vermont.

David Kent Young, a US Navy submarine veteran, is a resident of 
Stratton, Vermont, where he has served as Town Clerk for more than 25 
years. He wrote Stratton’s town history many years ago and currently 
enjoys writing poetry to accompany the nature photography of his wife, 
Siobhan– a “hobby” that has resulted in four self-published books.
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Steve Minkin writes and draws in Brattleboro. He has published two 
books of poetry and numerous articles on diverse subjects. His latest 
poetry collection, Moral Oblivion, concerns wars, injustices, and crimes 
against humanity.

Terry Hauptman will be reading from her eighth full-length book of 
poetry, Shattered.  “These poems are on fire with grief and anger, as they 
should be,” writes Rosanna Warren. Terry holds a master’s degree in 
poetry from the University of New Mexico and a PhD in interdisciplinary 
studies from Ohio University. 

Louise Rader has had two poetry collections published, another accepted 
for publication, and nineteen self-published. She will read mainly from 
her latest published collection, The Visit. A retired psychotherapist, she 
lives in Northern Vermont.

Deborah Lee Luskin’s memoir, Reviving Artemis: The Making of a 
Huntress, is forthcoming on November 4. Her first novel, Into the 
Wilderness, won the Independent Publishers Gold Medal for Regional 
Fiction. She lives in Williamsville with her husband, dog, and chickens.

11:30 am–12:45 pm 
Poets Tiana Clark and Rachel Trousdale 
Mitchell Giddings Gallery

 Rachel Trousdale’s collection, Five-Paragraph Essay on the Body-Mind 
Problem, explores how the interplay between mind and body illuminates 
our most important relationships, whether with other humans, wild 
spaces, or works of art. Inhabited by crows, yetis, coral reefs, and aliens.

Tiana Clark is the author of two poetry collections, Scorched Earth and I 
Can’t Talk About the Trees Without the Blood. She lives in Boston. 

Rachel Trousdale is a professor of English at Framingham State 
University. Her poetry collection is Five-Paragraph Essay on the Body-Mind 
Problem.

12:45-1:45 pm 
Someone’s Going to End Up Crying —Jo Knowles and Glynnis Fawkes 
Brooks Memorial Library

In this authentic and heartfelt middle-grade novel, written by Jo Knowles 
and illustrated by Glynnis Fawkes, ten-year-old Maple uses her artwork 
to help sort through sibling relationships, school drama, and her parents’ 
increasingly fraught marriage.
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Jo Knowles is the renowned author of several middle-grade and young 
adult novels, including See You at Harry’s, Still a Work in Progress, Where 
the Heart Is, Jumping Off Swings and Someone’s Going to End Up Crying.  Ear 
Worm! is her picture-book debut. She lives in Vermont.

Glynnis Fawkes is a cartoonist, author, and archaeological illustrator. 
She is best known for her cartoons featured in the New Yorker, graphic 
memoirs, and comics about ancient civilizations and mythology. She lives 
in Burlington, Vermont.

1:00 pm–2:15 pm 
Women’s Rights—Stephanie Gorton and Carole Joffe 
118 Elliot

Stephanie Gorton’s The Icon and the Idealist: Margaret Sanger, Mary 
Ware Dennett, and the Rivalry That Brought Birth Control to America is 
a riveting history about the little-known rivalry between Margaret Sanger 
and Mary Ware Dennett that profoundly shaped reproductive rights in 
America. Carole Joffe’s After Dobbs details the history of abortion in 
America.  When the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022, 
many feared it meant the end of abortion access in the United States. Yet 
the courageous work of people on the ground has allowed abortion to 
survive post-Dobbs in ways that no one predicted.

Stephanie Gorton’s new book is a finalist for the Plutarch Award for 
biography. She previously wrote Citizen Reporters: S. S. McClure, Ida 
Tarbell, and the Magazine That Rewrote America. She lives in Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

Carole Joffe is the co-author of After Dobbs: How the Supreme Court Ended 
Roe but Not Abortion with David S. Cohen. She lives in California.

1:00–2:15 pm 
Poetry of the World—Martín Espada and Collin Channer 
Mitchell Giddings Gallery

The poems in Martín Espada’s Jailbreak of Sparrows reveal the ways 
in which the ordinary becomes monumental. Espada’s focus ranges 
from the bombardment of his family’s hometown in Puerto Rico amid 
an anticolonial uprising to the murder of a Mexican man by police in 
California, to his unorthodox methods of representing undocumented 
migrants as a tenant lawyer. Assured but chance-inflected, ever rooted in 
the local but always world-aware, Colin Channer’s Console reconsiders 
languages, geographies, and memories as luminous soundscapes. With 
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lyric dexterity, Channer jolts old notions of New England, cross-fading 
from Connecticut to Senegal. Music is a vital force in this eclectic poetry 
collection, which travels between the author’s native Jamaica, his adopted 
home of New England, and other locales.

Martín Espada has published more than twenty books. His new 
collection is Jailbreak of Sparrows; his previous, Floaters, won the National 
Book Award for Poetry. He lives in Amherst, Massachusetts.

Colin Channer is a poet and fiction writer born in Jamaica. His books 
include the poetry collections Console and Providential, the novella The 
Girl with the Golden Shoes, and the novel Waiting in Vain. He lives in Rhode 
Island.

1:00–2:15 pm 
Mothers and Sons—Adam Haslett and Sam Sussman  
Centre Congregational Church

In Adam Haslett’s Mothers and Sons, a mother and son, estranged for 
years, must grapple with the shared secret that drove their lives apart in 
this enthralling novel about family, forgiveness, and the lifelong impact 
of a fleeting act of violence. In Sam Sussman’s Boy From the North 
Country, at twenty-six, Evan is suddenly called home to his mother’s 
farmhouse. He doesn’t know his mother is dying and he still doesn’t 
know the identity of his biological father or the elusive story of his 
mother’s turbulent romance with Bob Dylan.

Adam Haslett, journalist and author of three novels and a short story 
collection, has twice been a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as 
well as a finalist for the National Book Award and the National Book 
Critics Circle Award. His new book is Mother and Sons. He lives in New 
York City.

Sam Sussman is the author of the debut novel Boy From the North Country 
which Kirkus Reviews called “the most beautiful and moving mother-
son story in recent memory.” He lives in the Yorkville neighborhood of 
Manhattan and his native Hudson Valley.
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2:15–3:30 pm 
Silent Book Club 
Brooks Memorial Library

Silent Book Club is a global community of readers with nearly 2,000 
chapters in 60+ countries. There’s no assigned reading — it’s bring your 
own book. Join the Silent Book Club of Windham County in an event that 
joins reading silently, conversation and fun. Open to everyone!

2:15–3:30 pm 
Poets Albert Abonado and Dzvinia Orlowsky 
Mitchell Giddings Gallery

Albert Abonado’s Field Guide for Accidents is an irreverent poetry 
collection that wrestles with questions of family, mortality, cultural 
history, and identity from the Filipinx American experience. Ukrainian 
American poet Dzvinia Orlowsky is a witness, never a bystander, in 
Those Absences Now Closest, ready to stare down the demons, to “cut 
yourself with a dull razor.” She sets up house among the nightmares of 
intergenerational trauma and, as far as anyone can, humanizes them.  

Albert Abonado is the author of the poetry collection JAW and the Field 
Guide for Accidents, selected by Mahogany Browne for the National Poetry 
Series. 

Dzvinia Orlowsky is a Ukrainian American poet, translator, editor, and 
teacher. She is the author of six poetry collections. She lives in Marshfield, 
Massachusetts.

2:30–3:30 pm 
You Can Never Die—Harry Bliss 
118 Elliot

New Yorker cartoonist Harry Bliss loved his sweet dog Penny, a joyful part 
of his life for seventeen years. Every day Harry joked with her, talked to 
her, and drew the adorable creature―Penny’s presence is unmistakably, 
hilariously incorporated into Harry’s iconic cartoons. You Can Never Die: 
A Graphic Memoir integrates sharply crafted, witty stories with hundreds 
of gorgeous cartoons and never-seen-before sketches from Bliss’s career.

Harry Bliss is an internationally syndicated cartoonist and cover artist for 
The New Yorker magazine. He lives in Cornish, New Hampshire.

Sponsored by Brattleboro Savings and Loan
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2:45–4:00 pm 
Sisters—Jonas Hassen Khemiri and Betsy Lerner 
Centre Congregational Church

In Jonas Hassen Khemiri’s book Sisters, we meet the Mikkola sisters: 
Ina, Evelyn, and Anastasia. Their mother is a Tunisian carpet seller, 
their father a mysterious Swede who left them when they were young. 
Ina is tall, serious, a compulsive organizer. Evelyn is dreamy, magnetic, 
a smooth talker. And Anastasia is moody, chaotic, a shape-shifting 
presence, quick to anger. Betsy Lerner’s book features the Shred Sisters: 
Olivia is the sister in the spotlight until her stunning confidence becomes 
erratic and unpredictable; younger sister Amy, cautious and studious to 
the core, believes in facts, proof, and the empirical world. None of that 
explains what’s happening to Ollie, whose physical beauty and charisma 
mask the mental illness that will shatter Amy’s carefully constructed life.

Jonas Hassen Khemiri is the author of six novels, seven plays, and a 
collection of short stories and essays. The Sisters is his first book written in 
English and it is long listed for the National Book Award. Khemiri lives in 
Brooklyn with his family.

Betsy Lerner is the author of the novel Shred Sisters and four other books. 
A publishing professional for more than thirty years, Betsy is a literary 
agent in New York.

3:00–4:00 pm 
Paris in Ruins—Sebastian Smee 
Brattleboro Museum and Art Center

From the summer of 1870 to the spring of 1871, famously dubbed the 
“Terrible Year” by Victor Hugo, Paris and its people were besieged, 
starved, and forced into surrender by the Germans―then imperiled again 
as radical republicans established a breakaway Commune, ultimately 
crushed by the French Army after bloody street battles and the burning 
of central Paris. As renowned art critic Sebastian Smee shows in Paris 
in Ruins, it was against the backdrop of these tumultuous times that the 
Impressionist movement was born―in response to violence, civil war, 
and political intrigue.

Sebastian Smee is a Pulitzer Prize–winning art critic at the Washington 
Post, living in Boston. The New York Times Book Review made Paris in Ruins 
an Editors’ Choice.

Sponsored by the Bookaholics Book Group
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4:30–5:30 pm 
The Emperor of Gladness—Ocean Vuong with Cara Blue Adams  
Centre Congregational Church

Following the cycles of history, memory, and time, Ocean Vuong’s The 
Emperor of Gladness shows the profound ways in which love, labor, 
and loneliness form the bedrock of American life. At its heart is a brave 
epic about what it means to exist on the fringes of society and to reckon 
with the wounds that haunt our collective soul. Hallmarks of Vuong’s 
writing—formal innovation, syntactic dexterity, and the ability to marry 
grit with grace through tenderness—are on full display in this story of 
loss, hope, and the lengths we go to possess one of life’s most fleeting 
mercies: a second chance.

Ocean Vuong is the author of two poetry collections as well as the New 
York Times bestselling novels On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous and The 
Emperor of Gladness, an Oprah pick. Born in Saigon, Vietnam, he currently 
splits his time between Northampton, Massachusetts, and New York City.

Cara Blue Adams is the author of You Never Get It Back which was 
named a New York Times Editors’ Choice and awarded the John Simmons 
Short Fiction Prize.

Sponsored by the Brattleboro Retreat

5:00–6:30 pm 
Green Writers Press Showcase 
118 Elliot

The Green Writers Press Reading will include a lively and diverse 
selection of poetry, nonfiction, and fiction from the local publishing 
company’s award-winning authors. There will be hors d’oeuvres and 
libations (and an Amy’s Bakery cake). Authors include Molly Johnson, 
Keya Chatterjee, Peter Westgate Thurrell, VA Smith, and Gregory 
Djanikian.

Molly Johnsen is a Vermont-based writer and teacher. Everything Alive 
was selected as a semi-finalist for the Black Lawrence Press St. Lawrence 
Book Award. She holds an MFA from Syracuse University.

Keya Chatterjee is executive director of Free DC, and an activist for 
climate justice and democracy. She is the author of The Revolution Will 
Not Be Rated G: A Romance and The Zero Footprint Baby: How to Save 
the Planet While Raising a Healthy Baby. She lives in Washington, DC.

JERRY CARBONE
LIVESTREAMED: WATCH FROM HOME OR 
BROOKS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Peter Westgate Thurrell graduated from Exeter, Oberlin, and Antioch 
New England. He is the author of Badji’ s Tales. He lives and plays music 
and pickleball next to the Canoe Brook in Southern Vermont.

A frequent Pushcart nominee, VA Smith’s work has appeared in several 
anthologies and in dozens of literary journals. Her new poetry collection 
is Adaptations and her first two books are Biking Through the Stone Age 
and American Daughters.  

Born in Alexandria, Egypt of Armenian parentage, Gregory Djanikian 
came to the United States when he was 8 years old. He is the author of 
seven collections of poetry from Carnegie Mellon and a new collection, 
Nostalgia for the Future, from Green Writers Press.

7:00–9:00 pm 
Write Action Open Reading 
118 Elliot

Writers are invited to sign up to read from their work. Sign up Saturday 
at the Write Action table at the Brooks House headquarters or at the 
event.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19

11:00 am–12:15 pm 
Reinventing Lives—Peter Mendelsund and Makenna Goodman 
Brooks Memorial Library

Peter Mendelsund’s book Weepers is a surrealistic story of mourning and 
messiahs, deserts and droughts, cowboys and junkies, miracles and mass 
hysteria, the lure of despair and the solace of friendship. It is a novel for 
this age: our age of anesthesia and anger. In Makenna Goodman’s novel 
Helen of Nowhere, a realtor is showing a disgraced professor around an 
idyllic house in the country. She speaks not only about the home’s many 
wonderful qualities but about its previous owner, the mystifying Helen, 
whose presence still seems to suffuse every fixture.

Peter Mendelsund is the author of seven books. He is one of the top book 
designers today, as well as the Creative Director of The Atlantic. He lives 
in New York City.

Makenna Goodman,  is the author of two novels, Helen of 
Nowhere and The Shame. Goodman is also an editor and she is based in 
Vershire, Vermont. 
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11:00 am–12:15 pm 
History of Racism—Tiya Miles and Nell Irvin Painter 
The Stone Church

Tiya Miles’s Night Flyer, a biography of Harriet Tubman, has been a 
finalist for multiple national book awards. Harriet Tubman is among the 
most famous Americans ever born and soon to be the face of the twenty-
dollar bill. Yet often she’s a figure more out of myth than history. Despite 
being barely five feet tall, unable to read, and suffering from a brain 
injury, she managed to escape from her own enslavement, return again 
and again to lead others north to freedom without loss of life, speak out 
powerfully against slavery, and then become the first American woman in 
history to lead a military raid, freeing some seven hundred people. Nell 
Painter’s book, I Just Keep Talking, is a new collection of essays spanning 
art, politics, and the legacy of racism that shapes American history as we 
know it. It asks readers to reconsider ideas of race, politics, and identity. 
It assembles her writing for the first time into a single volume, displaying 
the breadth and depth of Painter’s decades-long historical inquiry and 
the evolution of Black political thought.

Tiya Miles is the author of eight books, including her 2021 National 
Book Award winner, All That She Carried.  She is currently the Michael 
Garvey Professor of History and Radcliffe Alumnae Professor at Harvard 
University.

Nell Irvin Painter is the award-winning author of many books, including 
Sojourner Truth and her latest, I Just Keep Talking. She lives in Newark, 
New Jersey.

12:30–1:45 pm 
Living in Vermont—Helen Whybrow and Chelsea Steinauer-Scudder 
Brooks Memorial Library

Helen Whybrow’s The Salt Stones, set in Vermont’s Green Mountains, is 
a profoundly moving meditation on the lessons and wisdom that come 
from raising a family, tending sheep, and living close to the land. Chelsea 
Steinauer-Scudder’s Mother, Creature, Kin asks: What can other-than-
human creatures teach us about mothering, belonging, caregiving, loss, 
and resiliency?

Helen Whybrow is an editor-at-large for Milkweed Editions. She lives 
with her family in Northern Vermont.

Chelsea Steinauer-Scudder is the author of Mother, Creature, Kin. She 
lives with her family in Rochester, Vermont.
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12:30–1:45 pm 
Unexpected Events—Alison Espach and Marcy Dermansky 
The Stone Church

Alison Espach’s New York Times bestselling book The Wedding People is a 
propulsive and uncommonly wise novel about one unexpected wedding 
guest at a Newport hotel and the surprising people who help her start 
her life anew. Marcy Dermansky’s Hot Air is a joyfully unhinged story 
of money, marriage, sex, and revenge that unspools when a billionaire 
crashes his hot-air balloon into the middle of a post-pandemic first date.

Alison Espach is the author of the New York Times bestseller The Wedding 
People, a New York Times Editors’ Choice. She is a professor of creative 
writing at Providence College in Rhode Island.   

Marcy Dermansky is the author of the previous novels Hurricane Girl, 
Very Nice, The Red Car, Bad Marie, and Twins. She lives in New Jersey with 
her daughter. 

Sponsored by the MWKABG Book Group

2:00–3:00 pm 
Regarding Frost—Adam Plunkett 
Brooks Memorial Library

By the middle of the twentieth century, Robert Frost was the best-
loved poet in America. He was our nation’s bard, simple and sincere, 
accompanying us on wooded roads and articulating our hopes and 
fears. Threading together Frost’s most important work with his closest 
relationships—with the attention to detail necessary to see familiar things 
anew—Adam Plunkett offers original interpretations in Love and Need: 
The Life of Robert Frost’s Poetry. 

Adam Plunkett’s book,  Love and Need: The Life of Robert Frost’s Poetry his 
first, was published in February. He’s now at work on a new book about 
Emily Dickinson. He lives in Seattle.

2:00–3:15 pm 
Domestic Life—Ada Calhoun and Jessica Anthony 
The Stone Church

Using personal experiences as a jumping-off point, Ada Calhoun’s novel 
Crush is about the danger and liberation of chasing desire, the havoc 
it can wreak, and most of all the clear sense of self one finds when the 
storm passes. Tackling the big questions being asked about marriage 

JERRY CARBONE

JERRY CARBONE
Jessica Anthony Unable to Attend
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and partnership in the post-pandemic era, Crush is a sharp, funny, 
seductive, and revelatory novel about holding on to everything it’s 
possible to love. In Jessica Anthony’s The Most, it’s November 3, 1957.
As Sputnik 2 launches into space, a couple begins their day. Virgil Beckett, 
an insurance salesman, isn’t particularly happy in his job, but he fulfills 
the role. Kathleen Beckett, once a promising tennis champion, is now a 
mother and homemaker. On this unseasonably warm Sunday, Kathleen 
decides not to join her family at church. Instead, she unearths her old 
red bathing suit and descends into the deserted swimming pool of their 
apartment complex in Newark, Delaware. And then she won’t come out.

Ada Calhoun’s previous memoir, Also a Poet, was named one of the best 
books of 2022 by The New York Times, NPR, and The Washington Post. She 
lives in New York.

Jessica Anthony is the author of four books of fiction. The Most was long-
listed for the National Book Award in Fiction. She lives in Maine.

Sponsored by the Bratt Bibliophiles 

3:30–4:45 pm 
Both Sides Now: Celebrating Joni Mitchell —Henry Alford 
and Paul Lisicky 
The Stone Church

Two unique views of legendary singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell, one 
of the most influential singer-songwriters to emerge from the 1960s 
folk music circuit, whose music then went in multiple directions. In I 
Dream of Joni, The New Yorker staff writer Henry Alford spins 53 essays 
incorporating anecdotes, quotes, and lyrics with his trademark wit and 
verve to explore Mitchell’s life. From the moment Paul Lisicky heard Joni 
Mitchell while growing up in New Jersey, he recognized she was that 
rarity among musicians—a talent whose combination of introspection, 
liberation, and deep musicality set her apart from any other artist of the 
time. His Song So Wild and Blue is a gorgeously written, beautifully 
intimate, and unique tribute to the woman who shaped generations of 
creators and thinkers.

Henry Alford has written for The New Yorker for over two decades and is 
the author of many books. He lives in New York City.  

Paul Lisicky is the author of seven books—novels, memoirs, nonfiction, 
and short stories. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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Festival organization

Board of Directors: President, Bob Parks; Secretary, Jenny Altshuler; 
Treasurer, Rob Szpila.

Directors: Elizabeth Catlin, Charles Coe, Melinda Lvovsky, 
Yoojin Grace Wuertz

Festival Director: Sandy Rouse

Author Committee: Shari Altman, Jenny Altshuler, Tom Bedell, 
Steve Budd, Jerry Carbone, Elizabeth Catlin, Robbie Gamble, 
Stephanie Greene, Starr Latronica, Emily MacLaren, Tim Mayo, 
Eileen Parks, Sandy Rouse, Tim Weed

Author Hospitality: Tom Bedell, Leah McGrath Goodman, 
Nicole Lamoreaux, Eileen Parks, Rob Szpila, Tim Weed

Development: Jenny Altshuler, Steve Budd, Elizabeth Catlin, 
Sandy Rouse, Rob Szpila, Kurt White

Festival Production: Jessica Callahan, production manager; 
Jerry Carbone, Stephanie Greene, Sandy Rouse

Finance Committee: Jenny Altshuler, Elizabeth Catlin, Kurt White

Literary Cocktail Hour:  Tom Bedell, Jerry Carbone, Sandy Rouse 

Publicity: Shari Altman, Jenny Altshuler, Nicole Lamoreaux, 
Sandy Rouse

Poster: Designer, Adam Clevenger; Artwork, Julia Jensen, 
www.juliajensenstudio.com/

Program: Writer, Tom Bedell; designer, Adam Clevenger; writer, 
Sandy Rouse; Editor, Margaret Wimsberger; cover artwork, Julia Jensen, 
www.juliajensenstudio.com/

Video: Brattleboro Community Television, Jerry Carbone

Words Project: Jerry Carbone, Stephanie Greene, Sandy Rouse, 
Lissa Weinmann

Write Action Coordinator: Arlene Distler



20

Festival sponsors
 

Jenny Altshuler and Barry Green 
Anonymous 

Elizabeth Catlin 
Brattleboro Community Television 
Stepanski Family Charitable Trust 

Vermont Humanities Council

A very special thanks to the First Chapter Society 
for their sustaining support.

literary partners
 

Brattleboro Retreat 

Steven Budd 

Jerry Carbone 

David Snyder and Sara Coffey 

Judy Fink and Rob Freeberg 

Bo Foard and Melany Kahn 

Dr. Emanuel and Dr. Muir Harmony 

Tim Mayo 

Susan Olson 

The Porch Cafe  

The Richards Group 

Starr and John Latronica 
Susan Olson 

The Porch Cafe  
The Richards Group 

Sandy and Larry Rouse 
Vermont Mutual Insurance Group 

Janet Wallstein
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cultural and presenting partners
 

118 Elliot 
Brattleboro Area Chamber of Commerce 

Brattleboro Words Project 
Brooks Memorial Library 

Downtown Brattleboro Alliance 
Poets & Writers 
Toadstool Books 

Wild Book Company  
Write Action

event sponsors
 

Bookaholics 

Bratt Bibliophiles 

Brattleboro Retreat 

Brattleboro Savings & Loan 

Dublin Book Group 

MWKABG 

The Richards Group 

The Short Story Book Group 

Walpole Book Group 

The Wild Book Company
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Susan Alpert 
Rebecca Caplice 
Judith Davidson 
Charlene Ellis 
Lynn Herzog 
Mary Ide 
Mary Jensen 

Barbara Morrison 
Maria Ogden 
Vincent Panella 
Linda Rood 
Robert Tortalini 
Kate Whittaker

Friends

patrons

Bruce Candlin 
Wendy Bayliss-in memory of   
     Barbara Pofcher 
Wyn Cooper 
Dorrie DeGutis 
Myra Fassler 
Karen Folger 
James Gardner 
Connie Green 
Susan Healy 
Karen and Randy Hesse 
Michelle Imler 

Geoffrey Kane 
Jim Johnson and Margaret Lyons 
Joe and Jennifer Mazur 
Mary Nelsen 
Robert Parks 
Rita Ramirez 
Elizabeth and Mark Richards 
Jennifer Rowe 
Buffy Smith 
Turn it Up Records 
Cheryl Wilfong

BrattleBoro area ChamBer of CommerCe, Brooks memorial liBrary, 
DiCk Burns, Jerry CarBone, Centre Congregational ChurCh, 
Downtown BrattleBoro allianCe, 118 elliott, Jim giDDings, 

guilforD Country store & Cafe, starr latroniCa, Petria mitChell, 
freDeriC noyes, BoB Parks, Pen ameriCa, Poets & writers, Jon Potter,  

erin sCaggs, emerson sistare, the stone ChurCh, toaDstool Books, 
Johnny gifforD,  kate trzaskos, lissa weinmann, ali west, 

winDham wines

Photography: Beowulf Sheehan

Production Manager: Jessica Callahan 

Sound: Matthew Wojcik, Archer Parks

special thanks
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Antidote Books— 15 Putney Road-new Everyone’s Books —25 Elliot Street-new

Booklover’s Books —49 Flat Street-used Festival Bookstore—132 Main Street-new

Brattleboro Books— 141 Main Street-used (Run by Wild Books in Newfane, VT)

Byway Books—399 Canal Street-new Lost Time Books—51 Main Street-used

Brooks Memorial
Library
is just two blocks north of
the corner of High & Main

Everyones Books
25 Elliot St.

Centre Congregational Church

MILES

118 Elliot
Latchis
Hotel/
Theatre

The Brooks House
Festival Headquarters

Bookstore

Brattleboro Books
141 Main St.

Anidote Books
15 Putney Rd.

Celebrate books at an area bookstore!

Booklovers
49 Flat St.

L ost Time Books
41 Main St.
Lower Level

ByWay Books
399 Canal St.

.9 Mile up Canal
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Gretchen Hardy
603-721-6078 

fivesenseschef@gmail.com

The Porch Too Café  
648 Putney Road, Brattleboro  

www.theporchtoo.com
|


